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LGBTQ+ flags raised
across Niagara County

for Pfride Month
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Elected leaders and Niagara County Pride members team to raise a Pride
Month flag in Niagara Falls. (Submitted photo)

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Tribune Editor

On Tuesday, June 1, the LGBTQ+
flag was raised in a number of no-
table locations throughout Niagara
County in honor of Pride Month.
Flag-raising ceremonies were held
at Niagara Falls City Hall, Lockport
City Hall, Niagara Falls State Park
and, for the first time this year, Art-
park.

Congressman Brian Higgins took
part in the ceremony in Niagara
Falls and spoke about the impor-
tance of the event.

“Our founding documents are
all about language of inclusiveness
and, unless those words mean ev-
erybody, they mean nothing to
anybody,” he said. “(This) is an im-
portant day where we celebrate our
great diversity of our individual com-
munities that make up this beautiful
country. We celebrate, with great
enthusiasm - with great sense of
inclusiveness — the great contribu-
tions (the LGBTQ+) community has
made, because we are rich and noble
because of all of them.”

Niagara Pride President Ronald
Piaseczny said Niagara Falls was
among the “most important” stops
for the day as it had been the earliest
adopter of the tradition in Niagara
County.

“City Hall and Niagara Falls has
been very welcoming to Niagara
Pride and it just speaks volumes
that being able to hold a flag-raising
ceremony every year on June 1,” he
said. “It really speaks to the diversity
and the inclusivity of Niagara Falls
and Niagara County, and just really
speaks to the rich tapestry of diver-
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sity and complexity that is part of
our communities — where we work,
where we shop, where we live; so it
really is just a great way to honor the
LGBTQ+ community.”

In his turn at the podium, Mayor
Robert Restaino invoked the words
of Harvey Milk - the first openly gay
elected official in California history
and a figure who remains among
the most revered names in the gay
rights movement — to highlight why
the flag-raising is important.

“I came across something that I
think is most appropriate for today,
and this quote is: ‘It takes no com-
promise to give people their rights;
it takes no money to respect the in-
dividual; and it takes no political deal
to give people freedom,” ” Restaino
said. “As the congressman said,
freedom for all means all. So, today
we celebrate the fact that, for that
freedom, we need to make sure that
we're also giving diversity and rec-
ognition.”

Niagara Pride is Niagara County’s
only LGBTQ+ social and community
service organization. The group’s
largest fundraising event, “WNY
Shopping with Pride” is set to run
from June 4-12. More than 30 Ni-
agara County businesses are taking
part by donating either a percentage
of sales or a lump sum donation to
the organization. Proceeds will be
used to benefit future Niagara Pride
programs

For more information about
“WNY Shopping with Pride” (in-
cluding a list of participating busi-
nesses), or Niagara Pride, visit www.
niagarapride.org.
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In its continued mission to
“nourish all in need — body, mind
and soul,” Heart, Love & Soul has
resumed on-site dining as of June
1, during the lunch hours of 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. weekdays at 939 On-
tario Ave., Niagara Falls.

Lunch will be provided in to-go
containers with the option of eat-
ing in the dining room or taking
the meal home. The eat-in option
will follow continued COVID-19
guidelines. Up to 40 guests will
be able to dine at any given time.
Tables will be positioned 6 feet
apart, with Plexiglas barriers
separating guests, and they’ll be
sanitized after each use. Masks
will be required except when
seated at tables. A prepackaged
breakfast will be given to each
lunch guest to take home for the
next day.

“Heart & Soul is much more
than just a pantry or place to pick
up meals ... it's a community
where we have gathered and so-
cialized in a spirit of hospitality and
respect,” Executive Director Mark
Baetzhold said. “It’s a blessing to
revitalize this part of the Heart &
Soul experience after the pandem-

Heart, Love & Soul announces reopening
for sif-down dining

Heart, Love & Soul Executive Director Mark Baetzhold helps prepare the recently reopened dining area. (Photo by

ic fundamentally changed our abil-
ity to connect with each other.”

Heart, Love & Soul will continue
to prioritize providing guests, vol-
unteers and employees with a safe
environment, balancing public
health concerns with its mission to
provide meals and services for the
community.
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